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Missouri'sjoblessrateremains steady in July

JEFFERSON CITY -- Missouri’ s jobless rate remained unchanged in July at an estimated 2.8 percent, with 82,000
Missourians joblessin July. The current rate is afull percentage point below the year-to-date figure and has remained
below 3 percent since last October.

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the unemployment rate actually dipped by two-tenths of a percentage point, to 2.4
percent in July. While total employment decreased by 14,500 from the June level to nearly 2.9 million in July, nearly
29,000 fewer Missourians are unemployed now than at the same time last year.

Statistics from the survey of employers indicate that non-farm payroll employment dipped by more than 48,000 jobs
in July. Payroll employment usually decreases in the summer because of seasona declinesin the number of people at
work in schools and colleges. This year, the layoff of over 5,000 temporary Census workers from the federal payroll
added to the drop.

Government employment decreased by more than 33,000 jobs. The majority of that decrease wasin local
government, where school and college employment was down in the reference week following the end of the spring
semester. There were other decreases spread across a number of industries. Large employment decreasesin
manufacturing were due to model changeover layoffs at automobile assembly plants. Employment in business
services decreased by more than 4,000 jobs, while amusement and recreation services lost 2,400 jobs over the month.

Over the past year, non-farm employment grew by more than 9,000 jobs, or 0.3 percent. The service-producing
sector, such as personal and social services, accounted for the entire job gain, with atotal growth of more than 18,000
jobs. Employment in government increased by more than 6,000 jobs, while retail trade has added 5,000 jobs since
July 1999. In the goods-producing sector, construction employment was down by 1,300 jobs, while manufacturing
employment lost 8,000 jobs, mainly in aircraft manufacturing and el ectronic equipment.

-more-

MISSOURI UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

FOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS (MSAs), LABOR MARKET AREAS (LMAs), AND COUNTIES
CURRENT MONTH (JULY 2000), PREVIOUS TWO MONTHS ( MAY AND JUNE 2000), AND YEAR AGO (JULY 1999)

JuL JUN  MAY JUL JUL JUN  MAY JUL

2000 2000 2000 1999 2000 2000 2000 1999
U.S. (not seasonally adjusted) 42 42 39 45 Atchison 22 2.3 2.0 26
MISSOURI 2.8 2.8 2.6 38 Audrain 24 23 23 29
ST.LOUISMSA 34 34 31 4.2 Barton 22 24 19 3.0
Franklin 3.6 25 2.7 4.0 Bates 33 33 33 44
Jefferson 31 2.7 24 3.6 Benton 438 48 5.0 5.7
Lincoln 31 3.0 2.8 39 Caldwell 4.7 33 3.2 5.8
St. Charles 19 20 17 2.6 Carroll 25 3.0 25 45
St. Louis County 22 2.3 22 32 Cedar 3.0 2.6 24 4.0
Warren 23 24 23 34 Chariton 39 32 21 47
St. Louis City 5.0 54 54 7.6 Clark 5.3 34 32 6.5
KANSASCITY MSA 2.7 2.8 2.7 31 Cooper 2.0 2.2 1.9 31
Cass 23 2.2 1.9 30 Crawford 50 4.4 43 48
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Washington 6.9 5.8 59 84

NOTE: Datafor counties within MSAS/LMAs are disaggregated from MSA/LMA totals.

Produced by the Missouri Department of Economic Development, Division of Workforce Development, in cooperation with U.S. Department of Labor Bureau of
Labor Statistics
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